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Abstract 

Individuals' ability to think and make right conclusions independently is referred to as critical 

thinking. Because of the importance of critical thinking in foreign language classes, it is now 

regarded one of the objectives of foreign language teachers. Language learners' critical thinking 

skills are influenced by a variety of circumstances. The assessment methods utilized are one of 

these factors. Language teachers can assist language learners develop critical thinking abilities 

by regulating the ways in which they are assessed. Some advice for language teachers on how to 

choose appropriate assessment techniques and activities will be offered in this presentation.  
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Critical thinking has only lately been introduced and has risen to such prominence in foreign 
language teaching (FLT) contexts that it is now regarded one of the foreign language teachers' 
responsibilities. The critical thinking abilities of students can be influenced by a variety of things. 
Among these are the types of assessments utilized in the classroom and at the end of the course. 
Language teachers can assist learners build critical thinking abilities by regulating assessment 
methods, according to this article. 

For various reasons, promoting critical thinking in FLT courses is extremely important. To 
begin with, language learners who are able to control their own thinking can better monitor and 
evaluate their own learning methods. Second, critical thinking broadens learners' learning 
opportunities and makes language more meaningful to them. Third, critical thinking is strongly 
linked to student accomplishment. Several studies have shown that critical thinking can help ESL 
students improve their written and oral communication skills. If learners are motivated and 
taught how to demonstrate critical thinking in foreign language usage, they can become proficient 
language users. This means that learners must reflect on their ideas and be able to critically 
support those ideas with logical details. Higher-order thinking skills should be taught as part of 
an L2 curriculum because language development and thinking are intertwined. Educators have 
stressed the significance of developing higher-order thinking abilities in foreign language 
classrooms, and empirical research shows that teaching critical thinking skills alongside the 
foreign language is helpful. 

In reality, understanding the process of assessment, in addition to evaluation, is a significant 
contribution to learning when the goal of education is to help students learn. Students and 
teachers need to know what they already know and how to proceed with further teaching and 
learning if they want to improve their comprehension. A variety of strategies for improving 
critical thinking among language learners through assessment techniques are offered below: 

1. Use ongoing assessment rather than one-shot exams at the end of the semester. While one-
shot exams require the test taker to have a limited amount of knowledge, mostly linguistic, 
ongoing assessment carried out during the course gives the teacher the opportunity to test a 
larger range of knowledge and skills, including critical thinking skills.  

2. Instead of using norm-referenced (NR) testing, use criterion-referenced (CR) testing. NR 
testing pushes students to try to outperform their peers without considering what they learn and 
how they apply it. Furthermore, CR testing values variations among learners, and as a result, 
variances among learners contribute to learners learning from one another in a non-competitive, 
friendly environment. While the students become more cooperative than their competition, they 
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are more interested with understanding rather than outcomes. As a result, they assist one 
another in the development of critical thinking skills. 

3. Include tasks in your evaluation that encourage the learner to consider the course's 
primary objectives, such as critical thinking skills development. The goals of learning are 
determined by the kind of activities used to assess language learners. Activities that can be 
completed with less effort, such as memorizing, substituting, and so on, are not suited for 
improving critical thinking in language learners. Better activities for developing critical thinking 
abilities include those that require students to think, cooperate, and ask questions of themselves 
and others, among other things. These exercises also necessitate the learners' participation in the 
purposes of such activities. 

4. Provide learners with feedback that demonstrates that thinking is an important element 
of their learning process. As students try to enhance their grasp of a topic or concept, this blend 
of performance and feedback is exactly what they require. Feedback should be given often 
throughout the unit, from the beginning to the end, and in connection with demonstrations of 
knowledge. 

In fact, language learners who have honed their critical thinking skills are capable of 
performing tasks that other pupils may not be. Despite the fact that there is minimal 
disagreement among theorists and educators about the relevance of thinking abilities in language 
development, language learning and thinking skills are frequently handled as separate processes 
in ordinary classroom settings. Even communicative language instruction, which emphasizes the 
use of language as a tool for communication, is ineffective in assisting students in becoming 
proficient in the target language. He claims that in order to be proficient in a language, students 
must be able to think critically and creatively while speaking it.  

Language teachers are among the professionals who have a significant impact on how 
language learners learn. As a result, one of their roles is to assist students in developing critical 
thinking skills. L2 teachers, perhaps even more than L1 teachers, have reasons to impart critical 
thinking concepts to their pupils. According to scientists, teachers are responsible for 
encouraging critical thinking in students in addition to assisting them in progressing from one 
educational level to the next. 

As a result, even communicative approaches to language teaching imply that learners do not 
develop critical thinking skills. Because of the benefits mentioned for improving critical thinking 
in language learners, as well as the lack of practice in this area in FLT settings, as Brown asserts, 
the curriculum objectives in an ideal academic language program should go beyond linguistic 
factors to develop critical thinking among learners. In fact, the effectiveness of language 
instruction will be determined by what is taught in addition to language, which learners can view 
as a useful and meaningful extension of their horizons. If in a language teaching context, 
assessment focuses on linguistic competence of the learners, mastery of linguistic competence 
becomes the learners' objective, while in a context emphasizing communicative competence, 
learners do their best to become communicatively competent in the foreign language. In the same 
way, if the focus of assessment is on integrating language and thinking skills, the learners do their 
best to achieve this objective.  
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